
Eurostat  

Embracing  Big Data 
within  the ESS  

Joining  forces  for higher  impact  
DGINs, 10 -11 October 2018, Bucharest  

 

Mariana Kotzeva  
Director - General, EUROSTAT  



How it all started  



Scheveningen  Memorandum on Big Data  

 September 2013  

Examine the potential of Big Data sources for official statistics  
 

Collaborate at European and global level  

 

Adopt action plan and roadmap for the European Statistical 
System  

Establish partnerships between different stakeholders 
(government, academics, private sector)  



Experience sharing  
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Big Data Action Plan & Roadmap  

2014  



What have we achieved?  

We demystified Big Data!  



Today we haveé 

A better understanding of the potential of Big Data  

Produced first experimental statistics  

Developed methodological IT tools and quality 
assurance networks  

Initiated dialogue with the private sector  



What have we learned?  

 Statistical Offices should be partners rather than clients  
 

 More partnerships with the academic community are needed  
 

 Strong leadership, dedication and continuous innovation are 
also needed  

 



 

Å Creates new insights  
Å Decreases time lag between 

collection/analysis and publication  
Å Increases granularity of existing statistics  
Å Detects trends to be monitored  
Å Updates classification system  
 

We have also discovered the benefits of big data  

It is used to 
produce new 

statistics  It 
complements 

existing 
statistics  



Whatôs next? 



The internet of things  



Today, we need a new business model  

Embed statistics in smart systems  

Use data without sharing data  

Privacy by design  

Push computation out  

Trust by design  



 

TRUSTED,  

SMART  

STATISTICS  

 
 


